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Foreward 
Welcome to a very different Hallam Enterprise Awards of 2020.

Normally, at this time of year the 
Enterprise Team is working flat 
out in preparation for our flagship 
event of the year, and looking 
forward to welcoming you all and 
presenting some of the exciting 
businesses that we have had the 
privilege of working with over 
the past year.  But of course, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has meant 
that we have had to find a very 
different way of introducing 
you to our 2020 finalists.

This year we have asked our 10 finalists to showcase their 
business in a one minute online pitch, and we are inviting all of 
you our supporters, stakeholders and partners to get involved 
by taking 10 minutes of your time to view their pitches.

Given the unprecedented challenges that businesses are facing 
at this time, we have also made the decision to share equally 
the £10,000 of Santander prize money between all ten finalists. 
We are, however, still keen to give our audience the opportunity 
to vote for their favourite pitch. The winner of this vote will 
receive an additional £500 donated by the Enterprise Team. 

On behalf of the Enterprise Team and our 2020 finalists, 
I would like to thank you all for your support.

Caroline Nouvellon 
Student and Graduate Enterprise Manager
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Santander Universities has been 
supporting Higher Education 
through bespoke partnerships 
with universities across the 
world since 1997 and has been 
working with UK universities 
since 2007. In 2017 Sheffield 
Hallam University became the 
83rd university to join this global 
network. As a partner, Santander 
supports the University through 
a variety of bespoke funding 
packages, including support for 
entrepreneurship and innovation 
projects. 

Over the past 3 years, as part 
of the Hallam partnership 
agreement, Santander Bank has 

generously donated £45,000 in 
support of our start-up support 
programmes. We are grateful 
for the wonderful support that 
we have received from them 
over this period and we are 
delighted that they will continue 
to support us for the next three 
years with an increased fund of 
£60,000.

Matt Hutnell, Director at 
Santander Universities 
UK, commented: “young 
entrepreneurs are the future 
backbone of our economy so it’s 
vital we encourage and support 
them to make their business 
dreams a reality”.

About our Funder
Santander Universities fund HEA 2020

Matt Hutnell 
Director, Santander Universities UK
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The Finalists

Read more about the companies we have selected as finalists 
in this year’s Hallam Enterprise Awards on the following pages.

Manish Harijan 
Fine Artist 
Page 8

Lynne Barker 
Visual Artist 
Page 6

Cameron Lewins 
Artemis Crafts 
Page 10

Darshan Gajjar and  
Ai Narapol 
Yellow Pocket 
Page 12

Tamsin Te-Strote 
Hamilton Foods 
Page 14

John Kamara 
Beards & Books 
Page 9

Chidimma Chinweze 
Handmade African Beads 
Page 7

Mazen Musaeed 
3Miles 
Page 11

Emma Redfern 
The Calming Club 
Page 13

Sam Utley 
SJ-Design 
Page 15
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Lynne Barker
Visual Artist

Lynne is a visual artist who 
graduated with distinction this 
year (2020) in MFA Fine Art. She 
was twice awarded the Sheffield 
Benefactors Endowment Trust 
Fund Travel bursaries in 2019 and 
2020 which funded research trips 
abroad. Her work is also included 
in the SHU Fine Art Collection.

Lynne uses techniques that blend 
cloth and clay in sculpture. This is 
an aspect of her work she is keen 
to explore further following her 
success at the Festival of Quilts 
2019, where she won first place 
in the Quilt Creations Category 
with her porcelain, calico and 
linen thread piece called Chest.

Lynne will be investing her 
Hallam Enterprise Award prize 
money to buy her own kiln. 
This will allow her to refine a 
product range which explores 
the qualities of textiles for 
imprinting, mould making and 
creating component parts for 
fine and decorative art pieces

Lynne became interested in 
working with this unusual 
combination of materials during 
her time at Sheffield Hallam 

where she was able to make full 
use of the workshop facilities and 
technical expertise available. It 
was this access to facilities and a 
growing interest in archaeology 
which shaped her current practice.

Her work is inspired by objects 
found through chance encounters.

In the near future Lynne intends to 
make smaller decorative pieces 
available for sale and exhibition 
at Ceramic and Art Fairs such 
as the Hepworth Wakefield 
Earth and Fire Ceramic Fairs. 
She also is working towards 
her pieces being stocked in 
high end outlets including the 
Harley Gallery Shop and the 
Leeds Craft and Design Centre. 
Larger sculptures will be entered 
into national and international 
exhibitions. Examples include the 
UK Ceramics Biennale and the 
Vlieseline Fine Art Textiles Award.

Lynne Barker
V ISUAL  ARTIST
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Chidimma Chinweze
Handmade African Beads 

Handmade African Beads 
has been founded by 
MSc Biomedical Science 
graduate (2019), Chidimma 
Sunmineshine Chinweze.

Chidimma is proud of her African 
(Nigerian) heritage and wanted 
to provide regional African 
communities with access to the 
wonderful jewellery accessories 
that play such an important part 
in showcasing the African culture 
at national and religious festivals.

Recognising that there was a 
gap in the market in providing 
traditional African bead jewellery, 
Chidimma decided to set up 
her own business Handmade 
African Beads to meet this 
need. The jewellery products 
themselves focus on giving the 
wearer a spark of African flair.

These beautiful and unique 
designs are created from 
eco-friendly bead products 
imported into the UK from Africa.  
Chidimma creates spectacular 
jewellery pieces that showcase 
and reflect the beauty and 
historical richness of the African 
culture whilst instilling a sense 
of belonging in the person 

wearing the jewellery piece.

Since setting up her business 
just over a year ago, Chidimma 
has established a strong 
client base among African 
communities across the 
North East but particularly in 
Sheffield and Sunderland. 

Chidimma’s next goal is to 
develop her brand across the 
whole of the UK by 2022.

Lynne Barker
V ISUAL  ARTIST
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Manish Harijan
Fine Artist

Manish graduated from Sheffield 
Hallam University in 2019 and 
was awarded the Dianne 
Willocks Lifelong Learning 
Award in Fine Arts for his work.

Since graduation Manish has 
focused on developing his art 
work and making a name 
for himself by exhibiting his 
work in prominent UK and 
international art galleries.  

Manish’s work includes 
contemporary artwork, sculpture 
and prints. He also works on 
bespoke commissioned pieces 
and art projects. His preferred 
materials to work in are oil and 
acrylic paint. The inspiration 
for his work is varied with 
influences taken from both east 
to west popular culture and 
history. This is reflected in his 
appeal to both western and 
eastern clients and galleries. 

In Sheffield he has exhibited 
at Bloc Projects and he was 
selected for The Artist Journey 
#3 conference to present 
his work to an audience of 
professionals in the art world. 
It was his experiences at 
this particular event which 
inspired him to develop his 
business as a Fine Artist.

To date, he has exhibited at a 
number of arts exhibitions across 
Europe including the Den Hague 
Museum of Communication. His 
exhibition at the Welt Museum 
in Vienna was particularly well 
received and was featured in a 
national Austrian daily newspaper 
as well as other publications. 

Manish continues to make a 
name for himself. Recently, he 
was included in a list published 
in the German online art 
magazine, XPlicit Asia, naming 
him among 20 of the most 
contemporary influential Asian 
artists. Other artists included big 
names such as Ai wei Wei, Yayoi 
Kusuma and Takshi Murakami.  

Currently, Manish works in his 
studio at Yorkshire Art Space 
here in Sheffield where he is 
busy developing his work for 
further exhibitions. His main 
objective for 21/22 is to hold 
an exhibition of his work in one 
of the most prestigious UK and 
international based art galleries.
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John Kamara
Beards & Books 

Beards & Books is an educational 
social enterprise founded in 
2017 by Finance graduate John 
Kamara (2016). John created 
Beards & Books as a storytelling 
provider which focusses on 
increasing the visibility of children’s 
multicultural books in Sheffield. 

With the support of volunteers, 
Beards & Books has been able to 
expand its services over time so 
that it is now able to offer tuition 
and online educational resources 
for children, parents and teachers.

Beards & Books uses a holistic 
approach to learning which 
focusses on the development 
of life skills designed to support 
students into becoming confident, 
creative and informed individuals.  
By developing these attributes in 
students, it also serves to support 
them to better achieve in their 
traditional schoolwork and exams. 
Currently, the programme offers 
a number of topics: healthy 
nutrition, entrepreneurship, critical 
thought and decision making. 

John plans to expand Beards 
& Books by working with more 
educational organisations 
and SMEs across the U.K. to 
produce more content and 
resources for students which 
have a relevance to the local 
communities they serve.
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Cameron Lewins
Artemis Crafts

Artemis Crafts is a Derbyshire 
based manufacturer of unique 
handmade kitchen knives. Started 
in 2016, this business has been 
developed by Cameron Lewins 
a Sheffield Hallam graduate in 
Manufacturing Engineering (2020).

The kitchen knives are designed to 
be both functional and aesthetic 
pleasing, and they are all made 
from beautiful repurposed and 
re-cycled materials.  Each piece is 
skilfully hand-crafted to produce 
a unique product designed to last 
a lifetime before being handed 
down to the next generation. 

The materials he uses to create 
his pieces are varied; from 
fossilised mammoth ivory and 
tropical hardwood to stainless 
pattern welded steel. These are 
used alongside more modern 
materials such as: epoxy resin, 
stabilised pigment impregnated 
wood and carbon fibre.

His successful Instagram 
account @Artemis_Crafts 
and his website provides a 
platform for his products. 

Cameron’s products are in great 
demand by both passionate 
amateur cooks, professional 
chefs and other celebrities. 
These include: Chef, Tom Brown; 
Stu Deeley (2019 MasterChef 
winner); Italian TV presenter and 
chef Simone Rugiati; Melissa 
Backwoods (outdoors professional 
and social media blogger).

His next project is to work with 
Craig Evans who is a coastal 
foraging expert and YouTuber, 
They want to create a unique 
professional knife which can 
perform to high standards 
equally well in both challenging 
natural environments and the 
kitchen whilst still maintaining 
the visual wow factor.
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Mazen Musaeed
3Miles

Mazen is an International Business 
graduate (2019), who in a short 
period of time has turned his 
innovative online shopping service 
3 Miles, into a roaring success. 

It all began when Mazen noticed 
that his brother’s independent 
supermarket was struggling to 
deal with competition from the 
chain supermarkets.  Mazen 
realised that like his brother, 
there were many small and 
independent retailers who 
were struggling to keep their 
customers from turning towards 
the supermarkets as their main 
source of supplier, and thus, 
threatening their livelihoods.  

Mazen decided it was time 
to address this issue head on 
so that local traders like his 
brother could not only survive 
but thrive economically within 
their communities, and so 3 Miles 
was created. It supports small, 
independent Sheffield based 
businesses by providing them with 
an online platform where they can 
sell their goods directly to their 
customers whilst simultaneously 
expanding their client base. 

Since launching the business 
Mazen has seen a steady growth 
in the number of specialist and 
independent food retailers using 
his online platform. To date, the 
business has helped the city’s 
independent retailers secure 
orders of more than £100,000 
and is attracting an average 
of 500 new customers per 
week as growing numbers of 
shoppers turn to the internet for 
their weekly shop. The business 
currently employs 6 people.

Mazen is particularly encouraged 
by the way his business is helping 
to change people’s shopping 
practices towards shopping locally 
and contributing to their local 
community’s economic wellbeing.

Mazen has ambitious plans for his 
business as he looks to expand 
across other major northern 
cities such as Manchester, 
Leeds, Birmingham and 
Liverpool by the end of 2021. 
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Darshan Gajjar and Ai Narapol
Yellow Pocket 

Yellow Pocket is a film and 
picture production company 
based in Sheffield, specialising 
in weddings and commercials. 
The company is run by students 
Darshan Gajjar (BA Film and 
Media Production) and Ai Narapol 
(BA Digital Media Production).

 Their style of work is heavily 
influenced by the things 
they enjoy such as: dance, 
music, documentaries, film 
and fashion. Personality and 
movement are important to 
them as it drives their stories. 

 Ai has called England her 
home since the age of 7 
years old, and photography 
has been her passion for 
almost as long. Her role within 
the company focusses on 
photography shoots for fashion, 
weddings and commercials. 

Darshan admits he is a bit of a 
computer geek but also identifies 
himself as a creative individual. 
He began by combining his two 
passions to shoot his own short 
films and After Effects animations 
on his first-generation iPod. Today, 
Darshan films documentaries, 
weddings and commercials.  

 After meeting via Hallam 
Freelancers, they both discovered 
that they shared the same 
creative passion and so decided 
to form Yellow Pocket in the 
summer of 2019. Since then, 
Yellow Pocket has gone from 
strength to strength shooting 
film content for many weddings 
and commercial activities. 

Darshan and Ai believe that 
their diverse backgrounds, 
creativity and business flair will 
help them make their mark in 
this very competitive industry. 
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Emma Redfern
The Calming Club

Fashion Management and 
Communication final year student 
Emma Redfern used her sandwich 
year placement in 2019/20 to 
create her company The Calming 
Club. She designed a series of 
self-care products positioned 
in the gifting market to provide 
effective self-care products that 
address a range of mental health 
conditions such as anxiety. 

Mental health is a topic that 
touches everyone either 
directly or indirectly, and there 
is a growing understanding of 
the issues related to it. Emma 
believes it is vitally important 
to help raise awareness of the 
challenges that many of those 
experiencing mental health, face.

One of the business’s original 
products, the Calming Card Set 
is currently one of its best-selling 
products. It consists of 12 illustrated 
anxiety relief technique cards 
which are designed specifically 
as a practical, lifestyle or on-
the-go solution to help combat 
daily stresses and anxieties 
that many women face with 
busy lives and stressful jobs.

The Covid-19 pandemic has seen 
a sharp rise in demand for The 
Calming Club’s products.  Emma 
has been successful in building a 
strong client-based community 
around her business through her 
online service, as people search 
for anxiety related support 
online. Many of her customers 
purchased the anxiety relief 
care packages for friends and 
family who were in need during 
the pandemic lockdown. 

As she embarks on her final 
year of study at University, 
Emma is determined to 
continue to manage all areas 
of her business from product 
development and manufacturing 
to marketing and designing. 

Her brand is developing, and 
she now works in collaboration 
with other local and reputable 
entrepreneur businesses such as: 
Bullion Chocolate, Tea Pigs and 
Cetreban, to name but a few.
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Tamsin Te-Strote 
Hamilton Foods

Hospitality and Business 
Management with Culinary Arts 
graduate Tamsin Te-Strote (2018), 
has combined her food industry 
and academic experience to 
create Hamilton Foods. Tamsin 
developed the idea whilst working 
as a chef in a local restaurant. As 
she networked and sourced local 
produce suppliers in and around 
the South Yorkshire and Derbyshire 
area, she hit upon the idea of 
creating her own business which 
would provide private clients 
with a similar range of produce, 
delivered straight to their door. 

The business model is simple. An 
eCommerce-based supermarket 
website which specialises in 
selling seasonal produce supplied 
by family businesses to its clients, 
based in and around the Sheffield 
and South Yorkshire area. The 
food range focusses mainly on 
providing boxes of seasonal fruit 
and vegetable produce, but it 
also includes a further range 
of simple everyday groceries 
for clients to choose from. 

Hamilton Foods provides 
customers with an alternative, 
sustainable and affordable way 
to ensure that they are getting 
their five a day requirements, 
whilst simultaneously supporting 
local family businesses and 
contributing the local economy.

In addition to managing direct 
delivery through its own website, 
Hamilton Foods now delivers 
through the website of another 
of this year’s Hallam Enterprise 
Awards finalists, 3 Miles.

Tamsin now plans to expand to 
deliver across the UK and increase 
her product range. She also 
wants to develop a mobile app.
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Sam Utley
SJ-Design

SJ-Design is an engineering 
design consultancy that has 
been founded by Automotive 
Design & Technology 
graduate Sam Utley (2017). 

After graduation Sam secured 
graduate roles in the world of 
automotive and motorsport as 
a design engineer, working for 
prominent names such as Red 
Bull and Aston Martin. Sam finally 
decided to take the plunge at 
the beginning of this year in 
setting up his own engineering 
design consultancy business. 

SJ-Design focusses on providing 
creative engineering design 
solutions to the engineering 
industry. It provides 3D scanning, 
reverse engineering and CAD 
design services to help companies 
or individuals create new 
products to market or develop 
and enhance existing ones.

To date, SJ-Design has built up a 
significant client base across the 
global motorsport and automotive 
industry. They work with major 
companies such as Racing Lines 
and Nortech Performance, but 
they are also involved in designing 
be-spoke and unique products for 
small businesses and individuals. 

In 2021 Sam intends to continue 
expanding his business into 
new industry sectors such 
as marine and sport. 



The Enterprise Team at the Hallam i-Lab, Aspect Court



Thank you for supporting the 
Hallam Enterprise Awards

The Enterprise Team

#SHUentawards




